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Preface

century   occasional   details   applicable   to   the   earlier
period.
As to the sources from which my information is
taken : I believe that every statement will be found
to be buttressed by at least one reference, and I may
add that the reference is invariably to the actual source
from which I obtained my information. Of printed
sources, much the most valuable have been the series of
articles on local industries printed in the Victoria
County Histories, those on mining and kindred subjects
by Mr. C. H. Vellacott being of exceptional importance.
In very few cases have I found any published history of
any industry dealing at all fully with the early period :
the one conspicuous exception was Mr. G. Randall
Lewis's book on The Stannaries, second to which may be
put Mr. Galloway's Annals of Coal Mining; to these
may be added the section on the woollen industry in
Mr. LipsonTs excellent Economic History, which has
appeared since my first edition was published. The
various volumes of municipal records published by, or
with the consent of, the public-spirited authorities of
some of our ancient boroughs, notably those of Norwich,
Bristol, Coventry, and Leicester, have been of great
value to me, as have Mr. Riley's Memorials of London
and his editions of the Liber Albus and Liber Custumarum.
To such other printed works as I have drawn upon,
acknowledgement is made in the footnotes; but so far
as possible I have made use of unpublished manuscript
material at the British Museum and still more at the
Record Office. Needless to say, I collected far more